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Ensure the creation of attractive, liveable, well designed, high quality urban places that are home to diverse and
integrated communities that enjoy a high quality of life and well-being.

Develop cities and towns of sufficient scale and quality to compete internationally and to be drivers of national
and regional growth, investment and prosperity.

Regenerate and rejuvenate cities, towns and villages of all types and scale as environmental assets, that can
accommodate changing roles and functions, increased residential population and employment activity and
enhanced levels of amenity and design quality, in order to sustainably influence and support their surrounding
area.

Reversing the stagnation or decline of many smaller urban centres, by identifying and establishing new roles and
functions and enhancement of local infrastructure and amenities

In meeting urban development requirements, there will be a presumption in favour of development that

can encourage more people and generate more jobs and activity within existing cities, towns and villages,
subject to development meeting appropriate planning standards and achieving targeted growth.

Protect and promote the sense of place and culture and the quality, character and distinctiveness of the Irish
rural landscape that make Ireland’s rural areas authentic and attractive as places to live, work and visit. The
Action Plan for Rural Development will support this objective up to 2020; thereafter a review of the Action Plan
will be undertaken to ensure continued alignment and consistency with the National Policy Objectives of this
Framework.

Support the sustainable development of rural areas by encouraging growth and arresting decline in areas that
have experienced low population growth or decline in recent decades and by managing the growth of areas that
are under strong urban influence to avoid over-development, while sustaining vibrant rural communities.
Target the reversal of rural decline in the core of small towns and villages through sustainable targeted
measures that address vacant premises and deliver sustainable reuse and regeneration outcomes.

Enhance, integrate and protect the special physical, social, economic and cultural value of built heritage
assets through appropriate and sensitive use now and for future generations.

To support the proportionate growth of and appropriately designed development in rural towns that will
contribute to their regeneration and renewal, including interventions in the public realm, the provision of
amenities, the acquisition of sites and the provision of services.

Enhance the competitiveness of rural areas by supporting innovation in rural economic development and
enterprise through the diversification of the rural economy into new sectors and services, including ICT-
based industries and those addressing climate change and sustainability.

Facilitate tourism development and in particular a National Greenways, Blueways and Peatways Strategy,
which prioritises projects on the basis of achieving maximum impact and connectivity at national and
regional level.

Support and facilitate delivery of the National Broadband Plan as a means of developing further
opportunities for enterprise, employment, education, innovation and skills development for those who live
and work in rural areas

Support the objectives of public health policy including Healthy Ireland and the National Physical Activity
Plan, though integrating such policies, where appropriate and at the applicable scale, with planning policy.



National Planning Framework ‘

NPO 27  Ensure the integration of safe and convenient alternatives to the car into the design of our communities, by
prioritising walking and cycling accessibility to both existing and proposed developments, and integrating
physical activity facilities for all ages.

NPO 28  Plan for a more diverse and socially inclusive society that targets equality of opportunity and a better quality
of life for all citizens, through improved integration and greater accessibility in the delivery of sustainable
communities and the provision of associated services.

NPO 30 Local planning, housing, transport/accessibility and leisure policies will be developed with a focus on
meeting the needs and opportunities of an ageing population along with the inclusion of specific projections,
supported by clear proposals in respect of ageing communities as part of the core strategy of city and county
development plans.

NPO 53  Support the circular and bio economy including in particular through greater efficiency in land management,
greater use of renewable resources and by reducing the rate of land use change from urban sprawl and new
development.

NPO55 Promote renewable energy use and generation at appropriate locations within the built and natural environment
to meet national objectives towards achieving a low carbon economy by 2050.

NPO 58  Integrated planning for Green Infrastructure and ecosystem services will be incorporated into the preparation of
statutory land use plans.

NPO 60 Conserve and enhance the rich qualities of natural and cultural heritage of Ireland in a manner appropriate to
their significance.
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Local authorities, in their core strategies shall set out measures to achieve compact urban development targets of
at least 50% of all new homes within or contiguous to the built up area of Dublin city and suburbs and a target of
at least 30% for other urban areas.

Local authorities shall, in their core strategies, identify regeneration areas within existing urban settlements and
set out specific objectives relating to the delivery of development on urban infill and brownfield regeneration
sites in line with the Guiding Principles set out in the RSES and to provide for increased densities as set out in the
‘Sustainable Residential Development in Urban Areas’, ‘Sustainable Urban Housing; Design Standards for new
Apartments Guidelines’ and the ‘Urban Development and Building Heights Guidelines for Planning Authorities’.
Identification of suitable employment and residential lands and suitable sites for infrastructure should be
supported by a quality site selection process that addresses environmental concerns such as landscape, cultural
heritage, ensuring the protection of water quality, flood risks and biodiversity as a minimum.

Local authorities shall have regard to environmental and sustainability considerations for meeting sustainable
development targets and climate action commitments, in accordance with the National Adaptation Framework.
In order to recognise the potential for impacts on the environment, local authorities shall address the proper
site/route selection of any new development and examine environmental constraints including but not limited to
biodiversity, flooding, landscape, cultural heritage, material assets, including the capacity of services to serve any
new development.

Support the national economic agencies, Local Enterprises Offices, Regional Enterprise Plan Steering
Committees, local authorities and other relevant stakeholders, with their plans for job creation and enterprise
development with an emphasis on:

e on enterprise base with increased productivity and more diversification — including diversification of
their markets - with high levels of innovation, skills adaptability, and relatively low costs of doing
business.

e maintaining full-employment with unemployment rates of each Strategic Planning Area not exceeding
the State average by more than one percentage point

applying the Guiding Principles for strategic employment and investment prioritisation in placemaking for
enterprise development presented in this RSES.

Future provisions of significant retail development within the Region shall be consistent with the Retail Planning
Guidelines for Planning Authorities 2012, or any subsequent update, and the retail hierarchy for the Region,
expressed in the RSES, until such time as this hierarchy is updated.

Local authorities shall include objectives in development plans and local area plans supporting emphasis on
placemaking for town centres, for example through inclusion of a Placemaking Strategy for towns and
implementation of Town Centre Renewal Plans.

Local authorities shall support the preparation of Design Guidelines to provide for improvements in the
appearance of streetscapes and for revitalising vacant spaces for example with cost effective, temporary uses that
build on the longer-term vision for space.

EMRA will support the use of targeted financial incentives to re-establish the dominant role of town centres
provided for in planning policy to encourage a greater take up of town centre development opportunities for
retail, residential, commercial, and leisure uses.

EMRA will work with local authorities and Failte Ireland to identify destination towns within the Region for the

prioritisation of investment and supports to drive tourism growth in the Region, to spread the benefit of tourism
throughout the Region and to encourage the increase of tourism product development.
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Support the further development of Green Infrastructure policies and coordinate the mapping of strategic Green
Infrastructure in the Region.

EMRA shall, in conjunction with local authorities in the Region, identify Strategic Energy Zones as areas suitable
for larger energy generating projects, the role of community and micro energy production in urban and rural
settings and the potential for renewable energy within industrial areas. The Strategic Energy Zones for the Region
will ensure all environmental constraints are addressed in the analysis. A regional landscape strategy could be
developed to support delivery of projects within the Strategic Energy Zones.

Local authorities shall include proposals in statutory land use plans to facilitate and encourage an increase in
electric vehicle use, including measures for more recharging facilities and prioritisation of parking for EVs in
central locations.

To reduce harmful emissions and achieve and maintain good air quality for all urban and rural areas in the Region
and to work with local authorities and the relevant agencies to support local data collection in the development
of air quality monitoring and to inform a regional air quality and greenhouse gas emissions inventory.

The integration of transport and land use planning in the Region shall be consistent with the guiding principles
expressed in the transport strategy of the RSES.

The capacity and safety of the Region’s strategic land transport networks will be managed and enhanced,
including through the management of travel demand in order to ensure their optimal use.

That future development is planned and designed in a manner which maximises the efficiency and protects the
strategic capacity of the metropolitan area transport network, both existing and planned and to protect and
maintain regional accessibility.

In planning for the creation of healthy and attractive places, there is a need to provide alternatives to the car and
to prioritise and promote cycling and walking in the design of streets and public spaces. Local authorities shall
have regard to the Guiding Principles for ‘Healthy Placemaking’ and ‘Integration of Land Use and Transport’ as set
out in the RSES and to national policy as set out in ‘Sustainable Residential Development in Urban Areas’ and the
‘Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets (DMURS)’.

In Planning policy formulation and implementation local authorities and other stakeholders shall be informed by
the need to cater for all levels of disability, through the appropriate mitigation of the built environment, and in
particular for the needs of an ageing population.

Local authorities and relevant agencies shall ensure that new social infrastructure developments are accessible
and inclusive for a range of users by adopting a universal design approach and provide for an age friendly society
in which people of all ages can live full, active, valued and healthy lives.

Local authorities shall seek to support the planned provision of easily accessible social, community, cultural and
recreational facilities and ensure that all communities have access to a range of faciliti es that meet the needs of
the communities they serve.

Local authorities shall support the vision and objectives of the National Sports Policy, including working with local
sports partnerships, clubs, communities and partnerships within and beyond sport, to increase sport and physical
activity participation levels locally.

Promote and facilitate the role of arts and culture in recognition of its importance to people’s identity and the
potential for economic development through a unique cultural tourism offering throughout the Region.
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EMRA will support local authorities to work with local communities to promote historic towns in the Region in
the practice of heritage led regeneration, to promote the sensitive and adaptive reuse of historic building stock
and industrial structures where appropriate, and to strengthen their capability to draw down European and
national funding.

Support the sensitive reuse of protected structures.



CPO 5.1

CPO 5.2

CPO 5.4

CPO 5.5
CPO 5.6

CPO 5.7

CPO 5.8

CPO 5.9

CPO
5.10
CPO
5.11

CPO
5.12
CPO
5.14
CPO
5.16
CPO
5.17

CPO
5.18

CPO
5.19
CPO
5.21

To protect and maintain the viability of town and village centres, target the reversal of decline and deliver
sustainable reuse and regeneration outcomes.

To protect and increase the quality, vibrancy and vitality of town and villages centres by promoting and facilitating
an appropriate mix of day and night time uses, including commercial, recreational, civic, cultural, leisure and
residential uses and to control uses that may have a detrimental impact on the vitality of the streetscape and the
public realm.

To limit the concentration or clustering of uses that have bland inactive frontages and that fail to interact with the
streetscape including car parks, blank shop frontages and ground floor offices. Such uses undermine the vitality
of the town or village centre.

To facilitate country markets in town and village centres subject to proper planning and development.

To seek funding and focus new investment into the core of towns and villages in order to reverse decline, foster
resilience and encourage new roles and functions for streets, buildings and sites within towns and villages.

To identify and pursue transformational regeneration and renewal proposals and public realm initiatives that
revitalise town and village centres, encourage more people to live in town and village centres, facilitate and
incentivise new economic activity and provide for enhanced recreational spaces.

To target development that will regenerate and revive town and village centres, address dereliction and vacancy
and deliver sustainable reuse and quality placemaking outcomes.

To facilitate and support well-designed development that will contribute to regeneration and renewal,
consolidation of the built environment and include interventions in the public realm and the provision of
amenities.

To support and facilitate proposals for heritage or technology led regeneration.

To identify obsolete and potential renewal areas within town and village centres and facilitate the re-use and
regeneration of these areas and derelict lands and buildings with a view to consolidating the core of town and
village centres.

To encourage the redevelopment of brownfield sites in order to maximise the sustainable regeneration of
underutilised/vacant lands and/or buildings particularly in town and village centres.

Promote the Town and Village Renewal Scheme as an enabler to bring vacant and derelict buildings and sites
back into use as multi-purpose spaces and for residential occupancy.

To actively pursue and implement environmental and public realm improvements and provision of amenities that
create more attractive places and encourage healthier lifestyles for all ages and abilities.

To harness and integrate the special physical, social, economic and cultural value of built heritage assets through
appropriate and sensitive reuse, recognising its important contribution to placemaking. New development should
respect and complement the historic fabric of existing towns and villages — the traditional street patterns, plot
sizes, mix of building types, distinctive paving and attractive street furniture.

To protect, integrate and enhance heritage assets, including attractive streetscapes and historic buildings,
through appropriate reuse and regeneration and restrict inappropriate development that would undermine the
settlement’s identity, heritage and sense of place.

To implement environmental and public realm improvements in town and village centres to a high standard and
finish.

To strengthen the urban structure of towns and villages by ensuring that any new development contributes to a
coherent urban form, focused on a high quality built environment of distinct character. New development shall
incorporate a legible and permeable urban form that protects and complements the character of the street or
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area in which it is set in terms of proportion, enclosure, building line, design and by the marrying of new modern
architecture with historic structures.

Within town and village centres, particularly the retail core, new development is required to provide for active
street edges. Ground floor units should be occupied predominantly by uses that promote a high level of activity
and animation. In order to maximise street activity, set-backs should be minimised and there should be a high
frequency of entrances (every 5 to 10 metres).

To require that new town centre development particularly public realm improvement works incorporates the
principles of universal design to create an environment that is accessible, usable, convenient and a pleasure to
use for all users.

To consult and engage with prescribed bodies, National Governing Bodies of Sport, local community interest
groups and individuals during the local plan-making process for towns and villages to determine community /
social infrastructure deficiencies and needs in accordance with the provisions of the Planning and Development
Act.

During the local plan-making process for towns and villages, to seek to facilitate community development and
socially inclusive communities, through proper land-use zoning and transportation planning, phasing and the
setting out of high standards of design in both streets and buildings.

To promote and support Universal Design whereby all environments and facilities can be used to the greatest
extent possible by all people, regardless of age, ability or disability.

To protect, conserve and manage the built heritage of Wicklow and to encourage sensitive and sustainable
development to ensure its preservation for future generations.

To ensure the protection of all structures, items and features contained in the Record of Protected Structures.

To positively consider proposals to alter or change the use of protected structures so as to render them viable for
modern use, subject to architectural heritage assessment and to demonstration by a suitably qualified
Conservation Architect / or other relevant expertise that the structure, character, appearance and setting will not
be adversely affected and suitable design, materials and construction methods will be utilised.

To support the re-introduction of traditional features on protected structures where there is evidence that such
features (e.g. window styles, finishes etc) previously existed.

To seek (through the development management process) the retention, conservation, appropriate repair and
reuse of vernacular buildings and features such as traditional dwellings and outbuildings, historic shopfronts,
thatched roofs and historic features such as stonewalls and milestones. The demolition of vernacular buildings
will be discouraged.

To protect and facilitate the conservation of structures, sites and objects which are part of the County’s distinct
local historical and cultural heritage, whether or not such structures, sites and objects are included on the RPS.

To support all forms of employment creation, especially where this can mitigate long distance commuting,
subject to the proper planning and sustainable development of the area and compliance with all other objectives
of this plan. Strategic employment development will be directed into the towns of Bray, Wicklow-Rathnew,
Arklow, Greystones and Blessington.

To support and encourage proposals that maximise economic opportunities and strengthen the economic
structure of the south and west of the County by facilitating economic diversification and new enterprise
development including remote working opportunities.
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To support and facilitate the development of digital / remote working hubs and enterprise / innovation hubs in
town centres. Such hubs should also be considered in village centres where it is demonstrated that there is a
need for such a facility and where the development will have a positive impact on commuting patterns.

To promote and support the enhancement of the built, natural and social environment to attract and sustain
employment creation initiatives.

To encourage and facilitate the ‘circular economy’ and the development of ‘green’ industries, including industries
relating to renewable energy and energy-efficient technologies, material / waste recycling and conservation.

To facilitate measures to improve the accessibility of centres by developing a pedestrian and cyclist friendly
environment, which improves safety and limits traffic congestion where possible. It is the objective of the Council
to promote accessibility to public transport. Development with a high potential for public transport utilisation by
employees and visitors should be sited with ease of access to public transport facilities.

Support the vitality and viability of existing town and village centres and facilitate a competitive and healthy retail
environment by ensuring that future growth in retail floorspace responds to the identified retail hierarchy and
the guidance set out in the Retail Planning Guidelines for Planning Authorities (DoECLG, 2012).

To vigorously protect and promote the vitality and viability of town centres. Development proposals not
according with the fundamental objective to support the vitality and viability of town centre sites must
demonstrate compliance with the ‘sequential approach’ before they can be approved. The ‘sequential approach’
shall be applied and assessed in accordance with the ‘Retail Planning Guidelines, (DoECLG, 2012)". The Planning
Authority will discourage new retail development if they would either by themselves or cumulatively in
conjunction with other developments seriously damage the vitality and viability of existing retail centres within
the County. In the application of the ‘sequential approach’ due regard shall be paid to CPO 10.9 below which
prioritises the ‘core retail area’ for new retail development.

To promote developments which reinforce the role and function of the ‘core retail area’ as the prime shopping
area of town centres. The ‘core retail area’ shall be promoted as the area of first priority for new retail
development. Where an application is made for a new development with street frontage within the defined retail
core area of a town centre, retail or commercial use will normally be required at street level. In settlements
where no ‘core retail area’ is defined, new retail development shall be directed into the ‘town or village centre’
area, the location of the traditional/historical centre and the location of other retail units. Outside of the ‘core
retail area’ of larger settlements and in smaller settlements where no ‘core retail area’ is defined, other uses
including residential will be permitted including at street level; any such development should provide a strong
street frontage and respect the traditional structure of town and village centres.

To promote quality design and materials in the development of shopfronts.

To promote, encourage and facilitate the development of the tourism and recreation sectors in a sustainable
manner.
To ensure that all tourism and recreation developments are designed to the highest quality and standards.

To generally require tourism and recreation related developments to locate within existing towns and villages,
except where the nature of the activity proposed renders this unfeasible or undesirable. Within existing towns
and villages, the Planning Authority will promote and facilitate the development of tourist related uses at
appropriate sites. In all cases, the applicant must submit a robust assessment setting out the sustainability of any
proposal with respect to economic, environmental and social sustainability, as defined herein.



CPO Through coordinated land-use and transport planning, to reduce the demand for vehicular travel and journey

12.1 lengths by facilitating initiatives like carpooling and park and ride.

CPO Through sustainable planning and investment in transport infrastructure, including roads and public transport

12.2 systems, to reduce journey times, length, congestion and to increase the attractiveness of public transport.

CPO To support transport reduction initiatives such as working from home, remote working hubs / hotdesking.

12.6

CPO To facilitate the development of services and utilities for electric vehicles and alternative fuel vehicles types,

12.7 including the roll-out of additional electric charging points in collaboration with relevant agencies at appropriate
locations.

CPO To improve existing or provide new pedestrian and cycling infrastructure of the highest standards on existing

12.11 public roads, as funding and site constraints allow.

CPO To require all new or improved roads to include pedestrian facilities, cycle lanes / tracks (unless the scale / design

12.12 of the road does not warrant such infrastructure having regard to the guidance set out in the National Cycle
Manual and DMURS) and public lighting as deemed appropriate by the Local Authority.

CPO To facilitate the development of pedestrian and cycle linkages through and between new and existing

12.13 developments to improve permeability and provide shorter, more direct routes to schools, public transport, local
services and amenities while ensuring that personal safety, particularly at night time, is of the utmost priority.

CPO To facilitate the implementation of local projects which support pedestrian and cyclist permeability, safety and

12.14 access to schools and public transport

CPO To encourage the provision of secure covered bicycle parking facilities at strategic locations such as town centres,

12.17 neighbourhood centres, community facilities and transport nodes; and to support and encourage the provision of
changing facilities at destinations.

CPO To facilitate the development of services and utilities for electric bikes.

12.18

CPO To promote the development of transport interchanges and ‘nodes’ where a number of transport types can

12.21 interchange with ease. In particular:

e to facilitate the development of park and ride facilities at appropriate locations along strategic transport
corridors which will be identified through the carrying out of required coordinated, plan-led transport
studies and consultation with the appropriate transport agencies and/or Regional Authority;

e to support and facilitate the enhancement of the strategic park and ride at Greystones as identified in
the RSES;

e to enhance existing parking facilities at / near and the improvement of bus links to the train stations in
Bray, Greystones, Kilcoole, Rathdrum, Wicklow and Arklow;

e to require electric vehicle charging points to be incorporated into all car parks at public transport nodes;

e to promote car sharing parking spaces at premium locations in car parks;

e to promote the linkage of the Luas extension or other mass transit to Bray town centre, Bray train station
and Fassaroe;

e to promote the Luas extension from City West / Tallaght to Blessington;

e to support the enhancement of public transport services and infrastructure in West Wicklow and in
particular to support the improvement of bus service / bus priority on the N81, bus linkages to rail
stations and the development of park-and-ride facilities at strategic locations;

e to encourage the improvement of bicycle parking facilities at all transport interchanges;



e toimprove existing and provide new footpath / footway linkages to existing / future transport
interchange locations;

e to support the development of bus shelters and bicycle parking facilities where possible; and

e to promote and support the development of fully accessible public transport services and infrastructure,
that can be used by all people, regardless of their age, size, disability or ability.

CPO To support and drive the development and completion of the Blessington Inner Relief Road (in consultation with

12.44 Kildare County Council) and upon completion, to significantly improve pedestrian and cycling infrastructure on
Blessington Main Street and surrounding town centre local road network.

CPO To support and facilitate to the highest degree possible the development of alternative and renewable sources of

16.01 energy, particularly in the generation of electricity / heating and for use as transport fuel.

CPO To support and promote the development of ‘Sustainable Energy Communities’ and in particular to encourage

16.03 and facilitate developments that are energy neutral / low emission, integrate renewable energy technology or
involve local renewable energy production.

CPO To positively consider all applications for the installation of building mounted PV cells at all locations, having due

16.09 regard to architectural amenity and heritage.

CPO To facilitate and support the development of small-scale electricity generation installations.

16.15

CPO To protect, sustainably manage and enhance the natural heritage, biodiversity, geological heritage, landscape and

17.1 environment of County Wicklow in recognition of its importance for nature conservation and biodiversity and as
a non-renewable resource.

CPO Require pollinator friendly landscape management and planting within new developments and on Council owned

17.16 land.

CPO To recognise the importance and contribution of Green Infrastructure for the maintenance of biodiversity and

18.1 ecosystem services, ensuring that the region and county will be better able to adapt and respond to climate
change issues.

CPO To protect existing Green Infrastructure resources and to facilitate, in consultation with relevant stakeholders, the

18.2 development of green infrastructure that recognises the benefits that can be achieved with regard to the
following:

e provision of open space amenities,
e sustainable management of water,
e protection and management of biodiversity,
e protection of cultural heritage, and
e protection of protected landscape sensitivities.
CPO To identify and facilitate the provision of linkages along and between green / river corridors within the county
18.5 and adjoining counties to create interconnected routes and develop riverside parks and create linkages between
them to form ‘necklace’ effect routes including development of walkways, cycleways, bridleways and wildlife
corridors where feasible and ensuring that there is no adverse impact (directly, indirectly or cumulatively) on the
conservation objectives of European sites.



