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NATIONAL POLICY CONTEXT

•	 National Planning Framework: Ireland 2040

•	 National Development Plan 2021-2030

•	 Our Rural Future - Rural Development Policy 2021-2025

•	 Town Centre First - A policy Approach for Irish Towns 2022

•	 Climate Action Plan 2025

•	 Housing for All - A New Housing Plan for Ireland

•	 Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets

•	 National Smart Specialisation Strategy (2022-2027)

•	 National Biodiversity Action Plan (2023-2040)

•	 Heritage Ireland 2030

•	 Making Remote Work: National Remote Work Strategy 2021

•	 Future Jobs Ireland 2019: Preparing Now for Tomorrow’s Economy

•	 Ireland’s National Skills Strategy 2025

•	 The Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area 2022-2042

•	 Urban Design Manual 2009

•	 Places for People - National Policy on Architecture, 2022 Regional Policy

•	 Smarter Travel - Asustainable Transport Future 2009 - 2020

•	 All Ireland Pollinator Plan 2021-2025 – Councils: Actions to help Pollinators

•	 Regional Spatial & Economic Strategy for the Eastern and Midland Regional         

Assembly

•	 Mid East Regional Enterprise Plan

•	 Water Action Plan 2024: A River Basin Management Plan for Ireland



LOCAL POLICY AND GUIDANCE

•	 Kildare County Development Plan 2023-2029

•	 Kildare CDP (2023-2029): Small Town and Environs Plans - Castledermot 

    (Volume 2, Section 2.2)

•	 Kildare - Culture and Creativity Strategy 2023 - 2027

•	 Kildare Hub Strategy 2022-2025

•	 Kildare Local Economic and Community Plan (LECP)

•	 Kildare Climate Action Office: Local Authority Climate Action Plan 2024-2029

•	 Green Infrastructure in Kildare, 2017-2023

•	 County Kildare Biodiversity Plan 2026-2031

•	 Kildare Tourism Strategy 2022-2026

•	 Conservation, Management and Interpretation Plan 2013 for Castledermot

•	 Kildare County Council: Sustainable Drainage Systems Guidance Document

 

•	 Castledermot Town Renewal Masterplan 2024
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URBAN BLOCKS AND STREETS ANALYSIS, CASTLEDERMOT



AREA = 97,014.8M2 AREA = 48,747.3M2 AREA = 43,014.0M2 AREA = 32,326.4M2

AREA = 23,266.8M2 AREA = 13,584.5M2 AREA = 5,778.0M2AREA = 13,061.3M2
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Housing and Regeneration Department,
Kildare County Council,
Áras Chill Dara,
Devoy Park, Naas, Co. Kildare
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Email. customerservice@kildarecoco.ie
Web. www.kildare.ie/countycouncil
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Enclosure Ratio: 1:15
Weak Sense of Enclosure
Street Wall Continuity 30-40%
Street Character: Residential/Civic
Topograpy: Moderate
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Weak Sense of Enclosure
Street Wall Continuity 50-60%
Street Character: Commercial/Residential
Topograpy: Moderate
Greening: Minimal
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Hamilton Road
Street Wall Continuity 20-30%
Street Character: Residential
Topograpy: Flat
Greening: Moderate
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Street Wall Continuity 60-70%
Street Character: Residential/Industrial
Topograpy: Moderate
Greening: Minimal

Main Street (Upper)
Street Wall Continuity 80-90%
Street Character: Commercial/Residential
Topograpy: Moderate
Greening: Minimal
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Street Wall Continuity 50-60%
Street Character: Residential/Industrial
Topograpy: Moderate
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The tree diagram illustrates 
distribution of population in three 

zones of Castledermot from 
Central Statistics Office

 (2022 data) 
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The bar graph demonstrates 
Population aged 15 years and 

over by age education ceased in 
Castledermot town according to 

Central Statistics Office
 (2022 data) 

 

According to the Central Statistics Office 
(2022 data) the graph shows Castledermot has 
a greater number of children 0-15 years and 
older persons from age 40 to 60 in all the three 
zones.

Pobal HP Deprivation Indices is 
Marginally below average for Zone 1 and 
Zone 3. Zone 2 is not mentioned.
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As per Central Statistics Office 
(2022 data), 2001-2010 Castledermot 

saw a high number of built households 
compared to previous and later years.  

COMMUTING

FAMILIES

HEALTH

Central Statistics Office
 (2022 data) shows on average 

there are 1.5 children per family.
Total number of families are 421.

 

According to the Central Statistics Office 
(2022 data) number of car drivers and 
passengers are more in all zones. From our 
analysis we noted there are only two bus 
routes and two bus stops in whole of 
Castledermot.
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Bar Graph shows the types of 
households in each zones. We can 

see good amount of housing in 
Zone 1 and 3.

MaleFemale

Persons with a Disability by Sex Population by General Health and Sex

(From Central Statistics Office (2022 data) 

According to citypopulation.de total population (2022) is 1685.
Data given by CSO number of female disable are 201 and male disable 
190 in total.

Female
12%

Male
11%



What people like most 

about Castledermot?

What people see as the 

main opportunities for the 

future of Castledermot?

According to the public, what 

three things should be 

improved in Castledermot?

According to the public, 

what are the three best 

things about town centre?

• Community (sense of 

community)

• Business 

• Appearance 

• Public Spaces 

• Sports fields/clubs

• Road Infrastructure (safe 

roads)

• Environment (how the 

town makes adaptations 

for climate change)

• Transport (public 

transport and frequency 

of service)

• Infrastructure (how the 

town functions)

• Entertainment (music, 

theatre, activities)

• Business 

• Appearance

      

• Youth Services 

• Transport (public 

transport and frequency 

of service)

• Public Spaces 

• Entertainment 

• Road Infrastructure 

• Accessibility

• Sports & Recreation 

• Infrastructure (how the 

town functions)

• Housing 

• Environment 

• Appearance (how my 

town looks)

• Facilities (essential 

services & amenities for 

leisure etc)

• Infrastructure (how my 

town functions)

High

Age Group

Number of

Participants

Low

• Heritage (does my town 

have a rich history)

• Community (sense of 

belonging and unique 

town identity)

• Amenities (e.g. park, play 

area, seating)

0-18 19-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60-69 70-79 80+

4 21 44 64 58 22 10 2

COMMUNITY

SURVEY



Good Adequuate Poor

What brought people to Castledermot?

What do people think about car parking 

in the town centre?

How often do people visit town 

centre?

How do people find town centre 
at night?

How do people find the town centre 
during the day?

How far did people live from the town centre? How did one travel?

74

19
15

100

2 4

11

62

19

12

2

81

15

5

29

51

6 1

167

Walk5-10 

min

walk

Shopping

Other - Archeological ruins,   Dining,   Live here,   Library,   Running,   Classes,  

            

           GAA match,   Summer camp,  Medical,   Chidren playground,   Visiting family

Why?

•	 Limited space where businesses are and close to town centre

•	 No parking at playground

•	 Rath’s and Church can be used

•	 Cars are parked dangerously on corners around the town

•	 Disability drivers can’t get easy access parking

•	 Very poor wheelchair accessible parking

•	 Not many people are aware of parking in the community centre

•	 Problems at the Chemist

•	 It was morning on a school holiday so town was quite quiet

Where?

•	 Good at Main street

•	 Comfortable at the centre

•	 Comfortable near coffee shop

•	 Comfortable as all are accessible

•	 There’s a little narrow road up beside stacks pharmacy and it is 

a death trap

•	 Comfortable near playground

Where?

•	 Unsure because there is no night life

•	 Unsure on main street

•	 Unsure around housing estates

•	 Anti social behaviour stops me walking through town at night

•	 Not enough lighting around green area where park is at night

•	 Apart from the sporting outlets not much for the youth to do in 

between the ages of 13-18

•	 Pubs are very quiet

•	 Not enough garda presence

Leisure/

Socialising

Work Resident Study Travel Other Over 

10 min

walk

Live in

town

centre

Live else-

where in town

but walked in

5-10

min

drive

Over a

10 min

drive

Live

elsewhere

Did not

answer

Cycle Public

Transport

Car/

Motorbike/

scooter

Good 40%

Adequate 43%

Good 23%

Daily 70%

Comfortable 45%

Poor 46%

Comfortable 29%

Weekly 26%

Unsure 12%

Good 11%

Unsure 45%

Monthly 1.5%

Uncomfortable  3% Did not answer  3%

Yearly  1.5%

Seasonal  1%

Good Comfortable
Unsure Uncomfortable

Good Comfortable
Unsure Did not answer

Daily Weekly Monthly
Yearly Seasonal



Type of Business and how long operating in Castledermot?

Number of employees in the business How are businesses doing in 

Castledermot?

Main challenges or issues you face as a 

business?

What actions would be useful to solving 

the challenges/issues highlighted?

Hair Salon

2 months

Cafe

15 years

Service

Station

3 generations

Transport

44 years

Public House

30 years

Hairdresser

10 years

Construction

40 years

Steel works

30 years

Haulage

company

103 years

Butchers

57 years

Supply and repair 

of construction 

and quarry 

equipment

19 years

Remanufacturing 

of heavy 

construction and 

quarry equipment

19 years

Full Time Part Time Seasonal

Satisfactory 30%

Poor 20%

Good 50%

BUSINESS

SURVEY

0-5

6 6

2

3 3

5-10

80+

•	 The amount of overheads

•	 Building rates

•	 Rents

•	 Rising costs and lack of availble 

workspace for businesses

•	 Parking

•	 Buildings close by that are         

eyesores

•	 Heavy goods traffic
•	 Finding staff and running costs

•	 Narrow, upkept roads with more 

cycle lanes than needed

•	 Exorbitant costs and red tape             

•	 No pipeline of young apprentices 

coming through

•	 Access to business is restricted due 

to lack of parking facilities at town 

park

•	 Accommodation for staff

•	 Competition from bigger chains

•	 Safety concerns due to car/trucks 

driving

•	 Reduced commercial rates

•	 Address vacancy/dereliction in town 

centre

•	 More housing

•	 More emphasis on local business

•	 Zoning of heavy industrial property 

in the locality 

•	 Help local development to expand 

and employ more local people

•	 Take heavy goods vehicles out of 

the town centre

•	 Improve Castledermot town centre 

to attract more people

•	 Control rising costs

•	 Incentives for young people to take 

up apprentice positions

•	 Dedicated car parking spaces for 

playground

•	 Ramps (slow speed of vehicles)

•	 Lowering vat rate 

•	 Make going out more attractive for 

customersGood Satisfactory Poor
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Vacancy and Dereliction

•	 The long term derelict properties opposite the Bread and Beer Pub/

Restaurant should be addressed as a matter of priority.

•	 Address vacant/derelict buildings in the town centre to bring back 

into use

•	 Support and encourage backland development in the town including 

the large areas to the west and east of the main street - adjacent to 

the row of derelict shops.

•	 Site area where the wall is broken (in front of the garage) can be 

the ideal place for car parking/housing. 

Public Realm

•	 The location around the Franciscan Abbey would provide an 

opportunity for new open space

•	 Explore potential riverside walk from Franciscan Abbey along 

river to the Sewerage Treatment works

•	 The streetscape needs to be vastly enhanced, particularly in 

the town centre.

•	 The fencing along Hamilton Road has been down for a     

number of years and should be addressed

•	 Bring the rear lanes and alleyways of William Pearse Terrace 

up to a standard that will allow the residents to use them once 

again.

•	 Appropriate surface water drainage be installed at lower     

Abbeylands opposite the GAA entrance.

•	 A walkway should be provided along the river.

•	 Additional lighting at the park

•	 Wayfinding Strategy
•	 No shelter for bus stops – only on 1 side

•	 Provide seating near the Abbey Lands and along the main 

street to support older residents walking from Centra, as there 

are currently no informal spaces for social interaction.

Community and Recreational Facilities

•	 Concentrate on finishing playground
•	 Consideration for additional playing fields for the GAA club.

Tourism

•	 Commissioning of a dedicated Tourism Plan for Castledermot.

•	 Exploring the creation of an audio or in-ear walking tour guide to 

enhance the visitor experience. 

This initiative would support local businesses and strengthen       

Castledermot’s profile as a heritage destination. 

Connectivity, Accessibility and Mobility

•	 Reduce the speed limit for traffic to 30 km/h to improve safety 
and create a more pedestrian-friendly environment.

•	 More car parking for the playground

•	 Enhance connections for pedestrians and cyclists,              

particularly linking the soccer pitch to the town centre. 

     Address pinch points on footpaths near O’Neill’s Bar, and 

     consider a new pedestrian bridge over the River Lerr. Also

     improve connectivity from the Green Bridge to the town     

     centre, including the T-junction at St. John’s and the area near   

     R14 PX23.
•	 Install a crossing near the school or church, which would 

greatly improve pedestrian movement during busy times

•	 Many footpaths are too narrow for pedestrians and cyclists to 

pass safely, often requiring people to step onto the road. 

•	 Junction Improvement at R448/R418/L4015 - proposing the 
installation of a roundabout at the junction of the R448, R418, 

and L4015.
•	 Speed limits on the L4011 need to be reviewed and reduced.
•	 The roads surrounding St John’s Lane and Keenan’s Lane 

are in a state of disrepair and require urgent resurfacing and 

drainage improvements.

•	 Castle Villa FC are implementing a new one-way system at 

Mullarney Park as part of their development of adjacent land 

to the north of the complex. The Council should comple-

ment this by installing footpaths along the pitches to ensure 

safe pedestrian access to the sports facilities, particularly for     

children and families. 

•	 That a pedestrian crossing be immediately considered from in 

or about the secondary school to link up with the community 

centre and shops on the opposite side of Main Street.

•	 Vehicle speed at the northern entrance to the town is high, 

even with a speed limit sign in place. The speed limit should 

be reduced, and the sign should be positioned before the 

town begins.

•	 Not sufficient public transport in Castledermot.
•	 No disable parking spots.

•	 Supermarket parking is always full. Need to walk up to the 

supermarket by parking at the community centre.

•	 Parking at the Church is difficult in the mornings due to school 
timings and on the days of funeral. The Church parking is 

busy from 10-5, 5 days a week.

VACANCY AND DERELICTION

COMMUNITY RECREATIONAL
FACILITIES

PUBLIC REALM

TOURISM

CONNECTIVITY, ACCESSIBILITY
AND MOBILITY

PUBLIC CONSULTATION 

FEEDBACK

VACANCY AND DERELICTION

PUBLIC REALM

TOURISM

CONNECTIVITY,
ACCESSIBILITY AND
MOBILITY

COMMUNITY RECREACTIONAL
                FACILITIES

Vacant/derelict buildings - bring 

back into use

Backland Development 

Completion of Fairgreen/playground

Additional playing fields

Riverwalk

Lighting

Wayfinding
Bus stops shelter

Public seating

Street greening

Tourism Plan

Lower speed limits

Improved footpaths

More pedestrian crossings

30
km/h



Community
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Public
House

Public
House

Secondary
School

Secondary
School

Primary
School

Health
Centre

Playground

Sports
Ground

Shop

Library

Public
Park

Church

Housing and Regeneration Department,
Kildare County Council,
Áras Chill Dara,
Devoy Park, Naas, Co. Kildare

Tel. 045 980200 Fax. 00353 045 980240
Email. customerservice@kildarecoco.ie
Web. www.kildare.ie/countycouncil

Director of Services:- Annette Aspell,

INTRODUCTION

2 routes

Date of Audit: 20/06/2025

Start Time: 10.30

End Time: 15.00

Weather: Sunny and Dry Conditions

No. of Participants: 6 memale & 5 male

Participants were of varying ages and 

abilities

PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS

1. More pedestrian crossings and better 

footpaths required.

2. Improved footpaths and parking to 

playground area

3. Better signage to toilets/playground etc.

4. Heritage trail, considering the historical 

assets and heritage of the town.

(There are 12 no. National Monuments)

5. More refuse bins

6. Lack of street greening/floral displays

Note: Please refer to the Universal Design Walk-

ability Audit Report for more detail.

Maps

Insert Map

Maps
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Public
House
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Housing and Regeneration Department,
Kildare County Council,
Áras Chill Dara,
Devoy Park, Naas, Co. Kildare

Tel. 045 980200 Fax. 00353 045 980240
Email. customerservice@kildarecoco.ie
Web. www.kildare.ie/countycouncil

Director of Services:- Annette Aspell,
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